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Special points of 

interest: 

Nick comments on winter and 

dark times. 

Donõt forget the annual BSM 

Celebration Brunch on May 

2nd! 

Reaching Indian students 

means playing lots of ping-

pong! 

What is Veritas?  Or a DõNow? 

More!  Read on! 
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who are graduating will have an 

easy time finding a job, but it 

does help us  gain a sense of 

perspective.  Maybe it is the 

òSpring Semesteró after all. 

Be Blessed! 

Nick 

Itõs February, so  this really is 

the òWinter Editionó of the 

Houston Area BSM Update.  

However, since those of us 

living in Houston rarely have to 

worry about anything even re-

motely resembling true winter 

weather, we are much more 

accustomed to speaking about 

anything post-December as 

òSpring.ó  Spring is much more 

attractive than winter.  Winter 

seems dark and foreboding, 

whereas Spring speaks of new 

beginnings and new opportuni-

ties.   

However, this spring semester 

truly does have some of the 

sense of foreboding and dark-

ness associated with winter.  

Our country is in the worst eco-

nomic crisis since the Great 

Depression.  All of us know 

someone who has lost their job 

or perhaps their home.  A cou-

ple of weeks ago I was on a 

campus speaking to a  group of 

students and there was an 

almost tangible dread of 

graduation.  Would there be a 

job waiting on them after 

graduation? What were the 

alternatives?  As one student 

put it, òThis might be the time 

to go ahead and pursue that 

graduate degreeé.ó 

So, is dread and pessimism all 

we have in this òWinter Semes-

ter?ó  I donõt think so.  As you 

read the stories in this update, 

I think  youõll find that God is 

still at work.  In Godõs economy  

His grace is more than suffi-

cient.  That doesnõt take away 

the challenges all of us face.  It 

doesnõt mean those students 

So Many Students Like Frank 

I met Frank on campus the 

first week of school.  Frank is a  

new believer, but not really  

plugged in with any one  

church, in fact he has been  

bouncing around to different  

churches.  We spent some  

time talking about the role of  

the church and his role in the  

church.  He was amazed, as no  

one had ever explained it to  

him before.  You could tell that  

light bulb turned on for Frank.   

He committed to finding a  

church where he could get  

plugged in and not just looking  

Frank is like many students 

that we meet.  They have never 

come to understand not only 

the important role the church 

plays in their lives, but how 

important each of them is to 

the church.  

 

Erick Gunter, San Jac BSM 

Director 
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Indian students represent the 

largest group of international 

students at the University of 

Houston. 

 

ing on a daily basis  to play 

ping pong & pool. Hoping 

they would return in the 

spring, I encouraged them 

to return, telling them they 

were welcome to play any 

time they wish as long as 

we are open. They have 

come to the BSM everyday 

since the first day of class.  

Now, I am concentrating on 

learning names. At FREE 

LUNCH, today I met Aôlook,  

As the largest group of in-

ternational students at the 

University of Houston, 

South Asian Indian students 

reflect both a tremendous 

opportunity and a signifi-

cant challenge.  For over a 

year, we have been trying 

to make inroads into this 

close -knit community.    

Then one day last Decem-

ber, out of nowhere, 10 -15 

Indian students began com-

Denenjay, & AôDish. Be-

cause all these students are 

male, I know the relation-

ships Iôll be able to build 

with them will be limited by 

culture & age. Please PRAY 

for male students and vol-

unteers to join me in build-

ing relationships and shar-

ing the love of  Jesus with 

these young men.  

Tamara Brooks, UH BSM 

Director  

Ministry to Indian Students Great Opportunity 

especially those studying biology or other 

sciences.  His talk also opened a great door 

for many students to begin having conver-

sations about faith.  In addition to Rice 

students, many of my medical students 

were present as well.  It was great to hear 

one of my students tell me about the con-

versation that she was able to have with a 

friend that she brought who was not a be-

liever.  All in all, over 1300 people attended 

Dr. Collinõs lecture.  I believe that God will 

continue to use the Veritas Forum to help 

students come to know the one who is, 

Himself, truth. 

Andy Dennis, Rice University / Texas Medi-

cal Center BSM Director    

Veritas Forum Reaches Students 

This past month, BSM at Rice University 

helped host an event called the Veritas 

Forum where nationally known speakers  

discuss spiritual things.  We had Dr. Francis 

Collins, the former head of the Human 

Genome project which mapped out the 

human DNA codes.  He's a believer who 

found faith in Medical School.  He con-

nected extremely well with Rice students, 

Johnny (from Korea) won the Coogar RED Microwave @ Back-to-School BINGO. 

(Johnny has only been in the US for 3 weeks.) 

See more BSM pix online: http://photos.uhbsm.org 

Houston Area BSM Update 

Our wild and crazy girls? Yes, 

thatõs Joyce Ashcraft and 

Brenda Sanders, former 

HABSM staff members and   

current state BSM Staff. 
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Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 

 

Danny Miller, BSM Director at Houston 

Baptist University has more DõNows 

than he knows what to do with.  For 

the uninitiated, a DõNow is a Disciple 

Now, a weekend discipleship opportu-

nity for  Junior High and High School 

students.  Put on by local churches, 

DõNows usually include some small 

group element in which small group 

leaders not only  provide the practical 

application to the teaching (usually  

the main teaching is done by a teacher 

in sessions attended by all the stu-

dents), but small group leaders get to 

know the kids in their group personally 

and are able to speak into their par-

ticular life situation.  And thatõs where 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HBU students come into the picture.  

At HBU, Miller has developed teams of 

students who are available to assist 

churches in their DõNows.  Often that 

means providing small group leaders, 

but HBU students have  been the 

primary speakers as well and provided 

music.  òEspecially for small churches, 

this is a huge blessing,ó says Miller.  

òNot only do they provide much 

needed manpower, but are able to 

connect with teens in a significant 

way.ó  This blessing has not gone 

unnoticed.  There have been more 

DõNow teams sent this spring than 

Miller has ever seen in his years at 

HBU. 

DõNow = Discipleship for Teens, Training for HBU Students 
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                  Does anyone recognize these òwild and crazy girlsó?  Answer on page 2 
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Make your reservations NOW by contacting sending an email to rsvp@bsmbrunch.org or by 

calling Nick Howard at 713-805-3740. 

Check out the Brunch website at http://www.bsmbrunch.org 
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4801 Calhoun 

Houston, TX.  77004 

Phone: 713-805-3740  

Fax: 713-589-5720  

E-mail: bsmsouth@earthlink.net 

Houston Area Baptist Student Ministry (HABSM) is a ministry to the more than quar-

ter of a million students in the greater Houston area.  There is no city in the entire 

state and few in the nation which offer the opportunities to be involved in the lives 

of students that Houston offers.  And God is at work!  We have gifted and devoted 

staff, both paid and volunteer on numerous campuses around the city.  On a weekly 

basis, hundreds of students are involved in the various ministries.  

If you would like to know more about Houston Area BSM, contact Nick Howard at 

bsmsouth@earthlink.net or call 713-805-3740.   

BSM Sharing. Living. Transforming. 

WEõRE ON THE WEB!  

CHECK OUT 

HABSM.ORG 

 

 

 


